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that which, occurs when the entire current of air passes
through the nose; for in the first case the air present
in the nasal cavity is a quiescent layer, in the second a
moving current. The relation, therefore, of the nasal
cavity must, if it really takes part in the resonance of
the cavity of the mouth, be similar to the relation of the
side chambers of the nasal cavity to the cavity itself, as
they also are filled with a quiescent layer of air, which,
separated from the air-passage by thin walls, is thrown
into sympathetic vibrations with the resonance produced
in the latter.

We shall, therefore, without further hesitation, adopt
the view that the resonance of the nasal cavity also'plays
a part in the formation of non-nasal articulate sounds ;
that, however, it then only appears as a reinforcement of -
the resonance of the cavity of the mouth, and does not
assume the specific character which distinguishes nasal
sounds.

The directly excited nasal resonance does, however,
sometimes play an immediate part in the formation of
all articulate sounds, giving to the latter the character
to which we apply the term " nasal twang."

The general conception of this mode of speaking is by
no means scientifically correct, the ordinary acceptation
of the term "nasal twang" embracing every species of
pronunciation in which the nasal element asserts itself
with undue prominence. It may, however, arise from
two different causes; firstly through a stoppage of the
nasal cavity, or secondly through insufficient opening of
the nasal passage.

The closure of the nasal passage can be accomplished
in different ways. After the voluntary closure of the
nostrils by pressure with the finger, the most common
example is the obstruction of the passage by a foreign